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Berkeleys System. Ein Beitrag zur Geschichte und Systematik des Idealismus. 

Von Dr. Erich Cassirer. (Philosophische Arbeiten, viii Band, 2 Heft.) 

Giessen, Alfred TSpelmann, 1914. — pp. vi, 169. 

This monograph is an examination of Berkeley's philosophy from the point 
of view of the 'critical' school. It contains nothing essentially new, but the 
critical implications in Berkeley are suggestively brought out. 

Berkeley at the outset denies the existence of general abstract ideas, and 
recognizes only the particulars of experience. Yet he goes on to develop 
between them a system of relations, which form the proper subject-matter of 
judgments. One particular may come to stand as a sign for an indefinite 
number of others, both real and possible. The resulting significant idea, in 
its representative function, Cassirer compares in detail with Kant's 'schema,' 
and regards the two as essentially identical. So he traces through Berkeley's 
system a rational element, which with the growth of Berkeley's thought ap- 
proaches more and more closely that of the critical system. Within the field 
of particular ideas there is retained a definite distinction between subjective 
and objective, between appearance and reality, a distinction whose criterion 
lies in the regular and unitary system of laws according to which nature opera- 
tes. "The connection of ideas, which in the first place was based on custom 
and experience, is transformed into a rational system, in which any earlier 
member is connected with all coming ones through the unity of order and of 
law" (p. 156). While Berkeley rejected the infinitesimals of the Newtonian 
and Leibnizian mathematics, and the absolute space and time of Newton, on 
the ground that they are alleged metaphysical realities of a kind inaccessible 
even to any possible experience, he accepted the whole Newtonian construction 
of natural law. This saved his idealism from dissolving into mysticism. In 
the laws of nature, it is true, we do not directly discern a rational necessity; 
we learn them as given in experience. But their absolutely rational character 
is guaranteed by the nature of the deity, the expression of whose will they are. 
Here, in the unitary, rational character of the world, viewed as a natural lan- 
guage of the deity, there is room for the central position of the critical philoso- 
phy, and almost an implication of it. 

This is a bare summary of the principal conclusions of Cassirer. He makes 
a detailed analysis, often very illuminating, of the successive writings, with 
special emphasis on the later and perhaps less familiar ones. The work is 
marred by some unnecessary repetition, and a certain lack of orderly move- 
ment, but is of decided value as a study of Berkeley and of the critical position 
itself. There is an appendix on Arthur Collier. 

The monograph is one of an extended series of studies of particular men and 
movements in philosophy, produced by the ' critical ' school. These works 
have greatly contributed to the clear development of the school itself, and 
have thrown light from a definite angle upon the subjects treated. It would 
be in the interests of clear thinking if both pragmatists and neo-realists in 
America would clarify their positions by just such detailed historical analyses 
in terms of their own distinctive principles. J. Forsyth Crawford. 

Beloit College. 



